Proteolysis of very low density lipoprotein in perfused lung.
Perfusion of homologous 125I-labeled rat very low density lipoprotein through isolated rat lungs in the presence of heparin resulted in apoprotein proteolysis. At least the apoprotein C was degraded into two peptides smaller than 7500 daltons as measured by sodium dodecyl sulfate-polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis. The lung uptake of radioactivity was small and due mainly to the presence of the larger of the two peptides. The lung protease was not active against an 125-I-labeled albumin substrate and was not released into the medium by heparin.